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A new national list of tree species has been declared as protected by Government Gazette Notice 1012 of 27 August 2004. This protection is afforded in terms of the National Forests Act, No 84 of 1998 (as amended). The main aim of the new list is to contribute towards the protection of biodiversity and ecosystems, which has become a high priority after South Africa ratified the Convention on the Protection of Biological Diversity a few years ago. 

Trees are protected for a variety of reasons, and some species require strict protection while others require control over harvesting and utilisation. In terms of the National Forests Act of 1998 [PDF - 736 KB] forest trees or protected tree species may not be cut, disturbed, damaged, destroyed and their products may not be possessed, collected, removed, transported, exported, donated, purchased or sold - except under licence granted by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (or a delegated authority).

Applications for such activities should be made to the responsible Forestry official in each province or area. Application may also be made to the nearest Forestry office. Each application is evaluated on merit (including site visits) before a decision is taken whether or not to issue a licence (with or without conditions). Such decisions must be in line with national policy and guidelines.

Botanical Name 
English Common
Names
Other Common Names
Afrikaans (A), Northern Sotho (NS), Southern Sotho (S), Tswana (T), Venda (V), Xhosa (X), Zulu (Z)

National Tree Number 
Curtisia dentata 
Assegai 

Assegaai (A), Umgxina (X), Umagunda (Z) 

570 

Mimusops caffra 
Coastal Red Milkwood 

Kusrooimelkhout (A), Umthunzi (X),
Umkhakhayi (Z ) 

583 

Ocotea bullata 
Stinkwood 

Stinkhout(A), Umhlungulu (X), Umnukane (Z) 

118 

Pittosporum viridiflorum 
Cheesewood 

Kasuur (A), Kgalagangwe (NS), Umkhwenkwe (X), Umfusamvu (Z) 

139 

Podocarpus falcatus 
Outeniqua Yellowwood 

Outniekwa-geelhout (A), Mogôbagôba (NS),
Umkhoba (X)/ Umsonti (Z) 

16 

Podocarpus latifolius 
Real Yellowwood 

Opregte-geelhout (A), Mogôbagôba (NS), Umcheya (X), Umkhoba (Z) 

18 

Prunus africana 
Red Stinkwood 

Rooi-stinkhout(A), Umkhakhase (X),
Umdumezulu (Z) 

147 

Sideroxylon inerme subsp. inerme 

White Milkwood 

Wit-melkhout (A), Ximafana (X),
Umakhwelafingqane (Z) 

579 
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